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Institutional Framework and Practical Implementation
of Sealing Public Security Violation Records

Zhao Hong

Abstract; The revised Public Security Administration Punishments Law incorporates a compre-
hensive sealing system for public security violation records. However, it lacks detailed provisions re-
garding the scope and methods of record sealing, the entities authorized for limited access and their
legal basis, as well as the issuance of certificates and liability assumption by public security organs.
This necessitates drawing upon the existing sealing system for juvenile criminal records to systemati-
cally explore the implementation of a comprehensive sealing framework. Given the inherent tension
between sealing records, the public disclosure of administrative penalty decisions, and the notifica-
tion of public officials’ public security violations, defining the scope of sealing involves interpreting
the interrelationship and application of these systems. Furthermore, since the core of sealing lies in
isolating public security organs’ internal records from external evaluations based on those records,
the system’ s implementation primarily focuses on the entities authorized for limited access, the legal
basis for such access, and the issuance of certificates by public security organs. However, reliance
solely on sealing is insufficient to overcome the severe consequences of current abuses of illegal re-
cords. Addressing these issues also requires a centralized review of the complex and fragmented reg-
ulations governing employment prohibitions and qualification restrictions. Furthermore, sealing and
expungement are not mutually exclusive. The sealing of public security violation records can serve as
a transitional measure toward their eventual expungement when conditions mature.

Key words: public order violation record; disciplinary action; record sealing; limited query
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